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In &e^Jwtt^i?, an? if bonus »™ 
ly to be in Hotel safe or 

Illustrating the feeling ahovan for your good woife and that 
of your department, I can only cite you to an incident that occured 
Shortly after ^#on» voiced *y a tfoliderful citizen of our **ma»L*9 
' 'who' said "taanlt God for Frank »"T^r«* ^ ; - *^ _> - ' : "' 

^ V- to4 "We W^r «oVl e^al^y ^ ^* 

■ ^■■f-*- * ■ • , 

others in so far as they would let hi* participate consulted wltk 
llarata nfco tott JJa rtto to «»»ilt to oaeeeed Al>ematby% 

Place no confidence fn Long or any of Harstus clique. 
Caldwell, Hayor atrereport has^ announced for the goYernship* He is 
suspicioned *y people here of taking W.P.JU lahor and materials to 

huild his camp at Lake Bistenam. 

The whole crowd are thieves and have practically bank- 
rupted the state, ^./r 
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M to Honorable *reiik «^ ohy , 



this will acknowledge . receipt jfijf >our 
Jnly 17* 1539, addressed to Honorable ftftift *u*j . 
States attorney General, which letter has .lMite referral fa 
this Bureau tar ^iH>Fr^tS^t#«U<w|*^^^, " ; "* 

X wish to advlii that I n**i carefully p«rui«dtBi 

content. s of yovar letter, and fail to find therein any violation 
within tha investigative jurisdiction of this Bureau* I would 
suggest you aay be desirous of furbishing the information in 
your possession relevant to the conditions of wi.ich it complains 
direct to tha tfoited *t*te* Attorney, *r> Sane A # tloftca, lew 
Orleans, Louisiana. 



Tery truly yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Mr. NattMa 




Mist Oandy 
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Eunice, La. 
"**ly 17, 193* 



Honorable Frank Murphy 
tJ. S. Attorney General 

" ■ ■ ■ ~ ~ 






lie can not have * if alas-- _ 



I ^ * pariah of St * Landing we jjaye 'our f udge an! district *■ 
*/• $ jittorn«(5r; :• flSough aj^otrillient , <^^^ted o^t<?§r^fer* -'^^^^f: 4 



disqualified oy legislative and ^af^f^^a 'jtt#^^^'^¥#f$'4.^ 



peopl e . X "tn ink we J would need 
our parish. There is Queit a pit of federal monies spent 



here. 



We have a sheriff in our uarieh that took neeroes 



prison er's from the jail in the pari ah, to do private work 
on his own property T nave deputies from his office, to ^ J 

guard of them while they work. Now if it possible please 
advise me of it lawful or not, I wa.s born and raise in 
this pariah and state, I love and cherish our liberty, 
but I think I see a great menace to our liberty. I hope 
**r\A ppay that the blood of our fore father was not shed 
in vain. j. 

Yours truly 



S/ Maxile Savoy 

Eimice, La. 
P.F.r. //! lx 80 
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Hon. Frank Murphy, 

United States Attorney General, 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sirt 
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lour attention is directed to the enclosed 
article that appeared in the Times-Picayune 
today • 

This type of person ought to be removed 
from public office, for his activities and 
reputation are not in keeping with the 
dignity of his station. 



Tours very truly, 
* ANONYMOUS 
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(Founded lanuary S, 1899}* 
sued Every If eek-Daj Eves 



JAMES K. CBdWN, Editor 
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>re.Mtt TCR OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS ' "_ 
The Associated Press la exclusively entitled to the ! uie 
for republication of all news dispatches credited to it or 
not otherwise credited to this paper and also the local 
news published therein. All rights of republication of 
ipeciai dispatches are also reserved. 




Thereto Orleans States to an afternoon 

iL rl *Tta «i«m/\« in&nartial- 

nvu{fi>up^' • ** J** ■*■•"» ***."■ ™" — *" 

j y . If supports what it believes to be 
righji It opposes what it believes to bo 
wrong, without regard to party politic*, 



Cl«t> at . . 

lorget PWttes.Js , l*3W«i -•^;JL,tllf£LJ ta 
WWbject.wtth which Mr. ftWW^BW^^^gK 

time. intelligence and energy?~lM with all 



ttaately acauainteiC It to politics. v 

Imsley, form er mayor, in his first cam- 
paign insisted that Mr. Pratt be placed on bis 
ticket for the commission council. Old Regu- 
lar leaders opposed Mr. Walmsley's choice, 
hut he was adamant, and Mr. Pratt went la 
with the ticket. The second time when Mr. 
Walmsley ran, he again insisted that Mr. 
Pratt he one of his running matee t 

Whenjhe then Senator Huey ry\Cong de- 
cided to make grass ^grow Th~~Tfflf ' sWgeTaT'fcf \ 
jjoot Orls&ns when lie said hs would crush 
this city as a worm under his heel, Mr. Walms- 
ley, then mayor, stood up and fought him. 

His fight might have been successful hut 
for the desertion (some lowbrow persons have 
another name for it) of some of his allies, 
among whom was A. Miles Pratt, He helped 
to deliver the city, lock, stock and barrel, into 
the bands of Huey P. Long; and it to just now 
that the city to recovering from that reign 
of terror. * 

Later, Mr, Pratt, after the Walmsley ouster, 
was said to have been considered by some for 
the mayoralty job; but the administration 
forces decided to make him collector of cus- 
toms, rather a nifty little position, or Job if 
you choose to caB It that. ■> • '\ 

Mr. Pratt is also a member of the board of 
supervisors of Louisiana State university. 
During his occupancy of that position, along 
with other gentlemen, J^^jamesL Jtoyuufc 



-/<' 



^Srnlth, now in jail, is accused of -running riot 
in~*|fie~^»heRt market' with Lo uis ia na State 
university funds. , Other fuods have been 
squandered, in buildings which have cost far 
above their actual value, In numerous private 
homes which are said to have' been built with 
the aid of university labor ' and materials — 
in fact, 'most everything which hasn't been 
nailed down has been -movej} about, and even 
this class of material is Bald to have been 
shifted, in some instances, by crowbar power. 
No one accuses Jfie board of supervisors of 
taking part in^nif orgy: but the gentlemen 
of tbe'hoarji^K'e at least been guilty of in- 
efficiencvJnegligence and a general don't-care 
attitudiflf 

JThflLe who"*" Wye tHls great old university, 
aeybelieve in its traditions, who beuevtj in 
tut actualities, know that the only way tojfre- 
j>^ce it on the pedestal which it 7 once cjjcu- 
pled is to clean out those who would drag it 
down. And still Mr. Pratt tells us to forget 
politics. * « 



hai% 




'&at needy meto 

• W1UI HNl^ M ^^^ iobe, thaitfie 
the ramification* of which he has become $ ^ ^ J**p^$$jg 

arej ha.ye been kept out ot . the nuHdesle^ry 
coming to |h«jn becj»UM some of ' those tot 

Pratt Should know aft this, because be has 
been a member of the commission cbuncfi, Ite^ 
cause he has Jbeen on the inside of those di- 
recting the affaJr w ■ of this " cltjfe i^%v ; V>* :J: f 

Mr. Pratt says for us "to band together, 
lead the city oWt ' ; iejf" its lethargy."'' " ■f.-:^ 

We say to htm, we are ready. We are ready 
to follow the leadership of such young men 
who wrote the letter In the adjoining coiumfa 
signed "Fed tip.** 

It la Urae the world knew that the bueinese 
men of New Orleans are not afraid of crooked 
politicians and blustering dictators. 

It is time Mr. Pratt knew that the world h 
knocking at . our dpor. ready tp «nter^ ant 
bring its gifts when we clean house and re 
member politics. 

The press of America today to hailing Lou- 
isiana for its step forward in trying to un- 
mask the political crooks that have denudeC 
it of its jewels* Not all our thieves have been 
big thieves, Mr. Pratt Some of them haVi 
been petty larceny thieves. They have over- 
looked nothing. v<%7V* ; 



And so we say again to you, Mr. Pratt— 

when you tell us to forget politics, unknowing- 
ly, perhaps, you are telling us to go to sleej 
on our rights, to become cowards, to become 
unconscious of the connivings and naachina 
of the politicians. ; ? ft 

At the foot of Canal street, Mr. Pratt, wijjjli 
lit sight of your Custom Rouse windows, iii * 

ntbnument erected to men who did net forfiei 

.... . . ' ; - ■-/»-■■ -.'V ' 

politics. 
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I Should Be Ousted V I 

NEW ORLEANS ALUMNI and former aVJ 

dents of Louisiana State "university laM 
^|gbt joined other alumni groups in the state^. 
i» demanding deponticalization of the univ— — 
iky. The locals endorsed the speech of 
wutton of July 8 requesting a full reorganize 
tion of the board and the immediate removal 
of all political elements. Some alumni groups, 
notably the one'at CEnton. have demanded the 
resignation of all the old board. 

The members of the present hoard are not 
accused of any crimes against the university. 
But crimes have been committed through their 
laxities, through their failure to do the job 
of supervising their office called for, This Is 
ground enough for the removal of ffce entire 
bid board, two members of which have already 
resigned and one of the two is under fire from 
another quarter. 



square deal and an honest deal. There is no 
reason to expect that this great institution 
can receive it from the old board, steeped in 
politics as it has been shown to be. It has 
been more than a month since first printing 
in the New Orleans States of the photos show- 
ing use of the university's truck in the deliv- 
ery of building material, processed in the uni- 
versity's carpentry shop, at the residence of 
Colonel James McLachlan in Metairie. The 
board has subsequently held several meetings. 
s It has not cleared up this instance of politi- 
cal, use of the university. So far as informa- 
tion goes, it has not even taken a step in that 
direction. Yet the episode shocked the^ peo- 




le <z cne stare— tne public as well as 

■mn£ H- ' ■. ' -^l*i§§F- s ' ■ 

o far as available information 
tbMboard is making no effort to free 
versitj; & po#ti*ji toanlpulatk^ 

weak spots fti ftg J Wikiness staff » 

faculty. <hie official of notorious pflmcal se- 
ll vity, whose ability to accumulate votes in 
some prectneta was proudly acelaime* by * 
former governor whose own affairs are now 
receiving investigative attention, continues to 
enjoy his lucrative salary; • . c < 

How would the old board attempt to explain 
its deficiencies in these matters? How would 
it attempt to explain its deficiencies in the 
matter of tfie $500,009 geological building, 
mysteriously financed, mysteriously equipped 
and furnished f>y sub-rosa arrangement with 
a business concern In which a member of the 
board of supervisors was a substantial stock- 
holder? : 

The simple proposition Is that the old board 
cannot clean up the university of its politi- 
cal entanglements without piling up new evi- 
dence of its own gross negligence. For the 
good of this great institution, with its admir- 
able educational record spanning more thaji 
three-quarters of a century, its greater prom- 
ise for the future, all of the old supervisojft 
should step out and permit full reorganization 
by a new^ hoard chosen from among the 
alumni- „ 

m 




Bars have 

^ ' earning tajcpaip^ 'iS^jw 
u '|a<1 wI&q were compelled to J>*j ? 
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«, The founder o£ "de-ducts* explained 
the levies on the salaries of J&bttg smptoye* 
were the means chosen for raising the Lou- 
isiana Democratic Association's ^campaign" 
funds. Dr. O'Hara and his fellow custodian 
£ "deducts* JojSs^fc y^-^ ^te **0«* 
board, Intimate that these kre ''campaign'' 
funds. But through the months an& 'the years 
the "de-ducts" continued, whether or there [ 
jfrer* campaigns in progress or, Immediately | 
la prospect. Millions were gathered M £bie ' 
fund, collected In more or less secrecy, paid 
out in secrecy, no records kept, cash hidden 
in bank boxes, the identities of the payoff 
men usually unknown, no accounting to thaj 
enforced contributors or to the rank and file 
of the association. ■ ?f^v^ 

Who received these millions of tiflflars of 
Wage -earning taxpayers' money? For some 
years the association has had no need of "cam* 
paign" funds. The state machine by means 
of its control of the casting and the counting 
of balldta, its facilities for stuffing the boxes 
or padding the registration, and lis oo; 
over the battalions of public employ* 
declare itself victor in any' felectioft ' Igr 
majority it chose to set, without the 
ture of a doller. Then who got the millions 
of "de-duct" dollars? ... . 

.... Tb* Louisiana Democratic Association, says 
Dr. O'Hara, Is prepared to furnish to federal 
authorities, if they wish it, an explanation of 
its disbursements. But to nobody else. The 
federal government is only secondarily Inter- 
ested — unless unforeseen income tax. angles 
develop. But the stage of Louisiana is Jpri-h 
snarlly and vitally interested. First, because 
a large number of citizens were subjected to 
extortion and oppression; second, because 
there is reason to believe, and a large section 
of the public Is convinced, that the prime pur- 
pose of "de-ducts" was the debauchery of gov- 
ernment, the corruption of persons connected 
with government. 

Why is Dr. O'Hara willing t*'bare all secrets 
of "de-ducts" to the federal authorities but 
not to the people of iSouisiana ? The answer 
suggests itself. Tl^ere is at present no state 
power able or wrfng to command the infor- 
matlon 4 ^whicb > ,jfrves security to defiance. But 
if the fedpfti government wants It, the asso- 
ciation ha% no choice but to comply, anji de- 
fiance jpcomes respect. |[ 
Kyaiy month the 5 per cent is levied xjLans 
5,000 for this secret swag, on the basis of 
esent pay rolls; every year more than $900,- 




If th* 
ments 
hoped;* 



association's '.'explanation of disburse- 
ijy |ven the federal government, It Is 
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fftlons requlr- 
■ saociati*"- ' 
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views of 

ATES READERS 

(Communications should be courteot,* « 
be ei, preferably 200 words or Jest, Jig 
J tejjs most fte signed but name m T*\ 
omitted from publication if so reeu«fft 

i 'Eprgetting' Politics ' 

■ ' New Orleans, July ] 

Editor, New Orleans States: .' ". 

• "New Orleans business men must 'fo 
^Polities'!" 9 •• cf'T • 

* According to press accounts this is the 



(ten of jthe message brought to the young 



;of the Toung Men's Business Club by A. bt 
.Pratt, collector of customs of the port of ] 
'Orleans and a member 6f the now fan 
' board of supervisors of Louisiana State 
| versity. 

That is exactly what New Orleans bush 
men and particularly the young men, 
NOT do, although it is very easy to um 
stand why some of our more or less promii 
citizens might most ardently desir* that 
should. , 
Although many might, and forsooth a 

2 some reason, doubt its actuality, Louisiana 
still operating at least under the framew 
of democracy. The essence of democracy 
"government of the people, for the people 
by the people.** We the people are and m 
continue to be the final source of all auth 

'ity. Public officials, politicians if yo» 

" are our servants. They are employed by 
to serve us and for no other purpose. , TJ 
must render an accounting of their stewa 
ship to us — a frank, honest and complete 
port. If they do not choose to do so of th 
own free will they must be made to do so. 

According to the press reports, Mr. Pr 
refers to what he calls the "lethargy" of c 
citizens. The fruits of that lethargy, if 
were lethargy, are now only too appare: 

^Perchance this so-called lethargy was not j 

' much the result of lack of energy as of la 
of courage. It takes a brave man, indeed, 

'act when he well knows, in advance, that t 
price of his action may be calamity — and n 
always to himself alone. 

, Among certain unfortunate peoples the 
nas sprung up of late a so-called new tbeo 
of government. It is assumed that the peop 
do not know bow to govern themselves. Thi 
are incapable. They must follow "the leader 
usually self-appointed, and do whatsoever 1 
may dictate. "Theirs not to reason wh] 
Theirs not to make reply. Theirs but to c 
and die." 

Have we, citizens of New Orleans and Lot 
isiari l, come to that? 

M.j st we forget politics? f| 
Shjtll we allow politicians to forget their so 
emn obligations to decency, to morality.' an 
to us? ' >J ) 



The fires have been lighted. In their .brigl 
glow w*.j»i8"sjr see many things. 
taih, the self-respecting; citizen and the 
enjj with, the grave responsibility ej*^ 
family "in this community owes it to m: 

his family and to his 'community 
"forget polities'* until .the fires shall hm 
spread to every darkened corner of the st* 
and revealed the" truth. True, tha heal tea 
sorely scorch mans, but heat Is tat great p' 

Politics must not be forgotten* * * ~* 

Some More Question* 

New Orleans, Jngy IL 
Editor, New Orleans States: 

We notice the federal authorities are goo 
to investigate the contracts for the erect* 
of Charity hospital. ' T 

What the people of Louisiana would tike 
know is what was actually done to the foil 
dations — not what was specified? 
What became of the old Charity hospital? 




WW 
qSpletely cleared 

ofl* rak^offs^snd aB the others, - t c 
But' what is* vastly more Important, 
be hoped that enough Indignation, thrt 
thV^sU&e wlfc ne aroused to' yesurt It 1' f» 
csJ system under which pubuV officials 
aB honesty perform the 'duties for wl " 
are past. • x^'- M:-^ h ■. > ^ ^ ; *' CVfBBA 
-«r^-;^: # « ... ^ 

, ; Victim of 'De-D&cW 

• ' , f •: •; ' ;\. . , New Orleans, J* 
Editor, New Orleans £totesV-r%. ■ 

The honest people of this d^y and 
more than grateful to the States ' : ££tT 
Times-Picayune for the great work $h*p 
now doing. • , ■-..M. 

A friend haa been employed In this 1 
work for some years and because of 
Ity has heen advanced ■ ~ ^ 



Why are not some of New Orleans* ve* 

practical big building «^tructora *^?^ fc ^a^l5^li 
opinion about the new Charity hospital IBr— « 
dation? ' *• 1 

How much did they pay the Wg New To? 
sign company for making the big signs d 
around the hospital — with plenty of Louif 
ana sign painters on relief? * 

How does the state of Louisiana obtain dt 
lar for dollar matching for $487,000 for ol 
age assistance, $312,000 for the childrtfa a 
$87 000 for -the blind ? And what,. leu kh , 
tirl e does that cover? , ■ \ 1 

] Jp to now all the wrongdoing has bejji d 
coh ered by accident. Why have any inves 
gations at all. REX 
* * * . 



time to time 



"|tn Baton Rouge and ii faFfftS^laer 
five years she each month has had to, 
five dollars of her aalaryA* 

Refusing to name the treasurer of t$aF 
or how it is spent seems ridiculous. 
must be some means Of making thettt 4H* 
Wishing you all success in this great < 
I remain •• 

E. THOMPSC 



Notable Quotations 

outh is the proper time for love, 
And age la virtue's season. 

— George Granville, Cork 
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Mr. Clan _ 
Mr. C*ff«r 



Mr. «MWla 
Mr. Crvwl 
Mr. Kara* 
Mr. Lawlar 



Mr. Melatlra 





tor your infometioo I- Ml #«ttli^"^^'Wij| tho reeolutio* -Ml^i 
adopted by the Exchange Club of Hew Orleans, Louisiana, , which was ri»— . 
ceived in the Department on July ax, 193$, ^ f«rff«rd«|^|d thie Burets* 
f6r Appropriate attention* . t = .. . , 4 . . : ,.1/^ 



■WHEKRAfl The Exchange Clufc of Hew tfrleans la S 4«r%% 
comprised of loading business and professional sen, and is ! 
affiliated with the Kationei i^&anfe CJfob, audi - ,^ v 

WHEFJ5A3 The Exchange Club of Mew Orleans has been nade aware 
of the nlsuse of Federal and State funds, the corruption of 
certain public officials, and tne diversion of public money to 
prirate use, therefore 

JBE XT HKSOUiSC ,. that it is the opinion of the Exchange Club v 
0* Bow Orleans that the tfnitedf States feoternaent should 
vigorously and ia^artially continue antf enlarge Its present v - 
investigatlon of all branches of the State government wherever 
violations of Federal laws are involved. and that all persons 
responsible for sue* violations be speedily and vigorously 

'prosecuted, and : ... -■*=..; -V- . ■■■ 



ft'* 



.rr* 



BE IT FOkTl-Eh KKSOLTED that t*)e Exchange Club of Hea Orleans : '> s, 
will lend its fall cooperation and support to such Investigation- 
and prosecution, and ^ 'i; ' : -r 

BE IT FUhTKKh KESOLVED that cosies of these resolutions bo sent 
to Franklin 0* Roosevelt, President of the United States, and to 
Frank J. Hurphy, Attorney General of % hm United States, 

/ ;S~r x '¥ • ■ ; 

THE £XC;UU5GE CWIB OF HE* ORLEANS 



COMMUNICATIONS WNifV ty*an <\ Kecd, Pres 



-Jul/ 1«, 1939 MAILED 
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Mr. Saara 

Mr. NKh*K 



s/ Tfaiuo Utle/, Secty." 
tfery truly yours, 



Mr. q. Til mm 
Mr. Trw _^ _ 
MlM 



j<jbn Edgar ftoover 
Director 
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/ . In S»rvk& to the Community, Sta. -nd Na'*>n ^ ^^^^^^ ^ 

Pot the Exchange of Ideas Among Susines ■ Piof estiooaj^^^^ ; ,y ^ ^ ■ . . ^ ^ y^-"-^- 'V' 



The Exchange Club of New Orleans 



Mr. Tols — 
Mr. Nfrtban 
Mr. K. A. T. 
Mr- ClegK 

Mr. CofV 




Mr. Nlchorf 




Mr. Crow! 



WHEREAS 



WHEREAS 



4r< 



The JjSxchan ge C lub of 55 a w 0 r lean 8 service Club comprised 

of lea ding ^business and professional men, and is affiliated 
with the National Exchange Club, and 

The Exchange Club of New Orleans has been made aware of the 
misuse of Federal and State funds, the corrputlon of certain 
public officials, and the diversion of public money to 
private use, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED that it is the opinion of the Exchange Club of New 

Orleans that the United Spates Government should vigorously 
and impartially continue and enlarge its present investiga- 
tion of all branches of the State government wherever 
violations of Federal laws are involved, and that all 
persons responsible for such violations be speedily and 
vigorously prosecuted, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Exchange Club of New Orleans will 

lend its full cooperation and support to such investigation" 
and prosecution, and J 

i 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the s ef^r a s o lu t i on s be sent to 
Franklin D. Roosevelt^ President of the UnlTeff ~ Sta t e s , and 
to Frank J. Murphy, Attorney General of the United States. 
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A. R. JOHNSON 

STATE COMHIfllONDI 



RICHARD R. FOSTER 

Parish Director 



Orleans Parish / : ;giS? : - 
Department, of Public Welfare 

2528 SOUTH CAR ROL.LTON AVC ' 

July 11, 1939 



BOARD 
WILLIAM J. OUSTKTChaimmaM 
THEODORE H. BERNHAUW i~, 
JOSEPH M. COUSINS 
LOUIS C. LESAOK 
ROBT. «. MAESTRI 
HERBERT J. SCHWARTZ 
LEON G. TUJAOUE 




Mr. Robert Reed 

1063 Camp Street - ^ - ' 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

Dear Mr. Feed: 

We have received the necessary information for your case 
and have placed your application in our pending file. We can- 
not offer you immediate help due to allocation of funds but 
when more funds are available, your case will be given further 

consideration. -n 

t. ■ 

Yours truly, . V; 



SrsT) Doro£ny Robins 



(MT£ 

Interviewer 



DR:rc 



^£^sl<UZ__, ^L^2^^^ 5^ SljfOt*- ***** 
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To the Ken. Fr: ink Murphy 
Attorney General United States 
XX . ' iDctcr, T. C. 

Very good fir: 

This writer is a sufferer of art erio sclerotic he^rt , , : 
di sea s and* also has been." given over doses pt, tli» 4- i^ v , trea^t&Wt a 
which has disfigured ay face. J*re tried in vai& to reeeive aid 
thru the welfare office of N.O. I know it to be a fact that 
have given every intelligent person who has Went ' ineir office 
the run around. I have tried to obtain relief since September, 
1938. I have now after an X ray picture been proved to have Ibne " > 
diseese stated. The office of ttiis eity f s welfare has keen to- 
the hands of political plunderers, i!hey have made allotments to 
the worse kind of prostitutes so a lot of political gangsters r 
seen that their friends - were compensated es to rent. If you 
had ever been in thiL city and tr: veled by the w;.y of Vieu:: Curre - 
of Camp Carondelet - Magazine - Bavonne Sts. on the upper side of 
its city - you could then realise how in part the government funds 
are being allotted - by its allowance it needs no punctuation 
marks - but dashes - so I go to a good Irishman as you are for 
redemption. President Roosevelt once said "no one shall starve". 
He surely never new the political set up of New Orleans when he 
uttered those words. As for polish -you can T t give or write polish 
about such shysters. I v s -ant you to get in correspondence with Dr. 
Bell are Fisher and have it proved as to the words I have written 
here, in the mott; r of my' health. I am marked as an mionployahle , 
hiwe be on put out oC aiy rooii - beet uce I ; uric bit- to ■.:^y th-. r'rit 



C 0 P Y (^r) 



I i a.. be£i in£ on the streets for fooa - I em laying my poor 
weak body on the city'a jpier at the river front for a bed. 
All because I gave lay body tfc science and they overdosed me - 
In 1922 and 32 with X ray treatments. I beg for you as a 
good government official to see that these wrongs are righted 
I am making this fight individually. With no accents or 
trimirings. Tours in God the llgtt» 

" I am - Robert Reed, >' \ -.v . ' *" ' 

56 Genl, Del. as I have no home. • . . ^ 



TELEPHONE B6 



V 



'.•il'w'- 1 



ACADIA MACHINE WORKS 



ENGINE, BOILER AND PUMP REPAIRING. 

PORTABLE ELECTRIC & OXO — WELDtNO 

Crowley, Louisiana 
*uly 18, 1939 



rank «urphy 



u. o. Attorney- toners 1 
Washington 

district of uolumbie 
x>oar oir; 



we have 8 request to make of you. I know 
thet most of the people of the ^st»t e of jjQuisian a want 
8 th or ough . Ja ou.se . cl aa ning, ,^ also k n ow that ii sblfie^" 
method was pieced in their way they would ask for it. 
tfhet i would like to know is if there is some jsederal 
law under which the people themselves could have this 
investigation, xou know and j. Jtnow that tno state 
offioisls will not press their own crowd to the limit; 
this is the reason i em appealing direct to you for 
advice, xhe time to strike is when the iron is hot 
as you know. 




x rusting this is not asking too much of you. 



i am 



xours very truly f 

^2 




.crank ml Atwoo d 



3^ 3 o |9-/ 
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FEQERAL BUREAU OF If.Villje/gv 
JUL 21 - v \X 
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f DIRECTOR 
OF I NVESTI QATIOM 
U - ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Record of Telephone Celt or Visitor. 



J uly 17, 



1939. 



Mr. «Urrla 

Mr. Cr»wl 

Mr. H»rfc» 

Mr. l»M 

Mr. LnUr 

Mr. MIchAls 



Time 10:55 A)S 



Name ^hivers, tele from 

New Orleans* 



Mr. Q- Tantm 
Mr. Tracy 



— I 



Mr. Schlfdecker 




Relet red to j . * 

Details: 7 

Seated that J/r* ^ogge had come to g 
the off ice this morning and had called the g 
A,G*; that Mr* Rogge in his conversation with 
the A*G* had stated that he wanted to returnfcth 
indictments today; that the AmC-% had said nog 
since there was a question in the mind of thg 
A.G* that the acts constituted a w.ail /raud.g 
L'r. ' ........ - • 



hivers 'stated that the A*G* had transfer re 



'oage to Mr* Hugh 



... i s n er in the Bepartna^t; 

that Ifr* Rooge asked Mr* fisher to let him Utive 
an opinion within an hour as to whether or not 
the facts constituted a mail fraud and whether 
the Government could make a case or not* . 
ISr » Shivers stated iliat he thought that the^^ 
Director wQuld want to kno w about this* 



/ 



m " ^^-wmu urn* i i mi ii i *mm»— nM>^i»y*»p 
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ISSUED EVERY WK^-DA? MORNT^^ 

- The Times-Picayune Publishing v9» 

•'->.> 1 UK. MfClIOLSOW. President 

. "fog Norfs) 8M ^ ; Jf«w 04mm 

Telephone RAymond TPS ' 
', MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

^■--^ *fl*» JUwoe*** 6 * Fren la exclusive^ ««ttej to tha vm 

not ottterwlss credited tnla pipe* <M MM tha kxfcl 
news publish** iwtlo. AH rights «< republication tf 
* special dispaMbea hereto ira. «ia» I*"***"* - ^ 

WASHINGTON NEW* BVBEaVc Pad Wooton |B 
charge, national Press Bonding. Telephone National 46*7- 

NEW YORK NEWS BUREAU: XL 3. Plfca. Wjra 
Boom. Dally News, 220 East 42nd street. New Tort <3ty. 
Telephone Murray HID 2-123*. Extension 8«- 

LONDON NEWS OFFICE: »5 Fleet Strest. 

ADVERTHUNCJ REPRESENTATIVES : Woe*, Roffien- 
barg * Json. Inc., 10 East 40th street, Kew York city; 
3 SO N. Michigan Blvd., Chicago; General Motors Buflfl- 
iss, Detroit. Mich.; 1601 Rbodes-Haverty Bonding, 
Atlanta. Qa.; 861 California street. Ban Franclaeo, .CaL 

IN NEW YORK CITY: The TJmes-Ptcayime wffl be 
round on sals at leading hotel newsstands, Woolworth 
Building newsstand and Rotaling**, north end Times 
Bunding, Broadway and 43rd etreet. 

subscription rates effective feb. t, 1m*v 
payable in advance in cities and 
towns continental united states. 
Daily and sunday 

By MaA By By 
La. * Miss. Man Matt 
By Cities* Other Foreign 
Carrier Town* States Countries 

S«5o»^^:::::::*i5 $i» «i» • 

Three Month* 1.25 > » *•«» 

SIX Hontha S.BO 6.50 7.80 S1.25 

Twelve Montta 13.00 13.00 15.00 *&.«> 

Daily only 

One Week • S J.J 

Cas Month 75 I .76 $ ■«> « 2 *0 

>n.. u u^nu . * M 4.25 2.55 6.45 

Rx "Months . ".V." AM 4-45 6.10 U.M 

SUNDAY ONLY ELSEWHERE 
Twelve Months ....$5.20 « 4.60 f 5.60 S2O.O0 
SUNDAY ONLY 
METROPOLITAN NEW ORLEANS 
Twelve Months . ...s&.OO 

RURAL FREE DELIVERY ONLY 
Louisiana and MiMtaetppt 
BY MAIL DAILY ONLY 

Blx Month. 

Twolv t Months < 0fl 

NEW ORI GANS, JULY 14 

TT!.i.- i.U « T\A"^1^^ «-inr 

nistury 111 uic iTioruu^. 

ONE YEAR, AGO TODAY the Howard 
Hughes globe-girdlers completed a 14,828- 
mUe circuit sifter 91 hours and 14 minutes. 
Twenty persons perished when an Italian 
air liner crashed into the sea ofi Sardinia. 
Fascist university professors declared the 
Italian people were of Aryan orgin. 

FIVE YEARS AGO TODAY former Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Farnsworth was ar- 

a. i i_ ur».v:n>Ytn« #iVi«ra«1 with splline 

rfc?SltfU ill n asuiugiuu — " e»— — •» 

navy data to Japan. The nation's heat wave 
total reached 2996. Scores were injured in 
Bastille Day fighting on the Champs Ely- 
sees, Paris. 

FIVE YEARS AGO TODAY Acting Mayor 
Pratt signed fiscal agency contracts wit" 
four New Orleans banks. The NrtA creji 
an industrial appeals board to "pr©tect]§mall 
businesses against monopolies."" 0 

TEN YEARS AGO TODAY MajoT Idzikow- 
ski was killed and Major Kubala injured as 
the Polish transatlantic fliers attemptedjo 
land on Graclosa Island. Demonstrati * 
v^of Simon Lake's new submarine hatch 
rescue were declared successful 
udon, Conn. The United Textii 
><«rSnHI 




J Wednesday, 

* .j&m Orleans .WnesT? . r . 
*W» and liiM togell^jbe 1e»4 the :<$$ s 

oi iti tehaw* Wmm aeja^L, 

verse criticism fo. w w <% Lo^iiha h£a beejn, 

subjected in ■m^mS^l^M'Mc^ 

te fed that if fh* bu^e« c^tou^ woul4 
only "forgeT the poOtlcf WP* caused the 
malodorous "messes festering under the W-' 
face of our pub' 
J*r. Pratt has 
organizations. Also, lot) a go^ inany years* 
he has Ijeea active Jd, our political jqaiahlpu* 
latione. liong on the^city j^ jr9ll--dty 
commissioner under $. municipal regime 
which was not, to state tt mildly, wholly 
spotless— he left that post to take a federal 
Job as collector of customs, one of the choic- 
est bits of federal political patronage on 
the local list Also Mr, Pratt has been and 
still Is a member of the Louisiana State uni- 
versity board under whom the university 
scandals flourished so amazingly until the 
exposures of last month. We dare say there 
are other politically Active or politically con- 
scious members of that board who would be 
glad to have those scandals and their poUtfe,.. 
cal implications forgotten try business meal 
and everybe4^els^^ ;^s^ ■" ; ; .,. 

. It would be Interesting to know whei 
Mr. Pratt speaks as ft tyosjtaess man solely 
or under the promptings of his interests as 
a prominent politician— when he appeals to 
New Orleans business men to **forget poli- 
tics." Unhappily for Mr. Pratt's case, poli- 
tics has so "muscled m" on business, here 
and throughout the state; has burdened it 
with such Inordinately heavy taxes, has so 
plagued it with favoritism arid so bedevilled 
both the local and state communities with 
wastes and graft, that neither the business 
men^por other good ^tizgns can "forget 
politics. 1 * *■.«>- • 

As a .business man without political en- 
tanglements^Mr. Pratt might have con- 
demned the vicious political practices that 
caused the abuses now in process of expos- 
ure. But as a politician long on the public 
pay roll and even now holder of a lucrative 
political ofjice, Mr. Pratt's desire to have 
politics fo|^otten— and his apparent incli- 
nation tQ condemn the exposure of evil con- 
" tloris rather than the evil conditions them- 
5ves— can be readily understood. 
We do not believe business men without 
political sidelines will follow his. advice. 
We do not see how any good citizen of Lou- 
isiana in any walk of life can forget the 
politics which has been preying on them all 
and has brewed, they now discover, scandal 
so nauseating 'and malodorous that nobody 
can forget thera. 
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ould 
er nbn! 
$f Uie^ec^s^ .... 

O0Q» an$ th^se^t nlckeV 
the manufacrare' or steel are 




#ar l tfe^a^ ^roulf ;pt*ax 
these suppties and datura 
'f fwt IhouM the. 1^ 
Vplved, the si£uationlwuJ<3( become pr. 

dw extensive manganese de» 
f South Dakota, and, the bq!rea» ot 
mii^J^ develoj^;ah etectt<^j^*inefl*od 
for the production of the metal. There axe 
tin deposits in the same state and Alaska, 
and tungsten in the Black Hills. None at • 
these areas has been worked to. any extent, 
because of the comparative "cheapness of 
peacetime Imports. . ' y: 

• The question is whether the United States 

port price In time' of need, or bri costly eme> 
gency .production, rather than lay v# re- 
serve supplies now at the normal rate.: As 
T. M. Glrdler, steet mill executive, has sug- 
gested, the time may come when such sup- 
plies would be far more t valuable than their 
equivalent in gold at Fort Knox. '': * '< 
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Cooling Us 

, Vvitii three cheers, a salaam 
else is necessary, we salute thf 
Medical Association. Often that 
tion has stepped on our pet toe 
one) and frequently it has uttered long and 
complicated opinions concerning matters of 
which we know little and care, less, . But 
now that the association has come out with 
formal approval of/ice watei. ' That de- 
serves, in our present opinion, commenda- 
tion unqualified and as high as the ther- 
mometer stands In mid-July* , 

Taken in large quantities at a meal, ice 
water probably "slows down gastric diges- 
tion for a few minutes," notes the factual 
statement; but it hastens to add, "this is 
of little significance." Then, after its fash- 
ion, the association's Journal goes on with 
a discussion of tepid or warm water, a sub- 
ject we shall take up next January. 



its second year on July 7 with the casualties 
exceeding 2,000,000 and the economic cost sp 
appalling that it also goes "undeclared." 



From what we read of Darwig, tMtt city 
must occupy In the Old World ai^osition 
corresponding somewhat£> that drNew Or- 
leans, or Baton Rouge/ fhth&jSfew. 



Vm^mWWGI^rmM'Wea discouraged 
by. tifcyfagj^ad^ %a£ 
no appaj$0t reason fojfefcr attack upon oi 
seJ^a^w^p; ^Wlean' province by' a1tyj£* 
^a^Snu 3 ^*^ ^i^Mjslon in peacetime 

tp iusttl^ ^ suipecv |« a military heces- 
sitr. ^%^^ fci , \i]MmM% 
U the Nations *whose citizerit^are thus 
summarily expelled should see fit to retail* 
ate. T^aims migh$ > !Bie J^tef jfe#^s. 
Italians jteslding ,ln Switzerfanff'an* v said 
^ a ^-^ ^^Mmbep jthe S^iss living in 
Italy. .JResort to the natural and logical re- 
prisal*" would set up hew barricades against 
International trayeVand friendly communi- 
cation t $0ng the i&ropean frontiers and thus 
add iSbw Kiel *t> the flame oF^anity which 
already litenajjes European oeace and civ- 

*r^*^6t!ti<tthe World / f 

.Things Hke" the international date line' 
often Worry those of us who contemplalSel 
a tripa&tc&d the world. We know, or think" 
we 4fii thjtt going tn one direction is^one or 
two 'd^Isliprter^thajiii^^ travel the oth- 
er way, though if s a rather difficult feat in 
either eyeat, and doubtless we shall have 
neHher the time nor tffe money. Yet when 
somebody else does the> thing, we read it 
and weep, or at least lye* ponder how we 
could have bettered the record. However, 
for the benefit of other arm-chair philoso- 
phers, ftjs iW>s well to contemplate the 
fact that actually the 'girdling of Hie globe^ 
is <tf* stuff and, if done^too hurriedly, is 
likely to Ifkip most of the scenery. »"' 
Still, giere are folk who like to do it, and 
thtnfrwhat a kick they get. Norman C. Lee 
had comments almost as brief as what he 
must "have seen. front his airplane seats, but 
t least he went all t"he way around, some 
694 miles, in nine hours less than three 
weeks. Mr. and Mrs, Albert G. Mott might 
have tied him on this trip by scheduled 
planes had they not stopped in New York 
instead of going, on to the Pacific coast. Per- 
sonally we have figured it out that you could 
charter a plane flying 250 miles an hour 
and do the thing, at the equator, in four 
davs and four hours. That in. vmi /vmM If 





■■ The town of Loafers'^SIbry, IT. C, has 
just celebrated its 60th^anniversary— with ..„,„ „_ 

dua glorification, we suppose, of the loafers j it weren't for the date line, Or perhaps you 
ior whom It presumably was named* I could, * ! 
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Mr. Q. T^rnm 

Mr. Tracy 

t i 



Special Agent in Charge 
Jew Chicane, Louisiana 



Dear tiri 



There axe Inclosed herewith two plioto-* 
static copies of an anonymous cosmunl cation dated 
at Shreveport, Louisiana,, July U, 1939. whiofc 
was received the Attorney General and referred 
, to tae Bureau. It ie desired that one oojgr be; ... 
furnished tjy your office to United States 1^ V 
Attorney Bone A* Tloaee, lev Orleeae • 



▼ar/ 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Xnclonure 



COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAILED 

★ AUG 1 6/539 ★ 
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C€iUN<5 PANS 
CIRCULATING ICE WATER „ >tW ^ , 




f^JUL fS 1939 




5 ^H****^ 
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1 



department of Justice 

0ttiu of t&e 2te*fetant to tfje attorney Central 



July 20, i939 




kSkCHANDUK FOR MR. HOO V KR. DIRECTOR. FEDERAL BURHAU OP IOTiSTHjATION 



There is attached hereto for such 
consideration as is deemed appropriate an 
anonymous communication concerning the current 
situation in Louisiana. 

y Matthew F. UcGuire 

>' Acting Assistant to the Attorney General 
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REDIT USED 



icnts of New Orleans V* 1 

y expansion in the busl- 
5 as reflected in the in- 
■edit used. V , ...... ' *>■ 



^ bene* Every Week-Day Mornfnt at 601 -IS North Ht. 

BT THE TIMES-PICAYUNE PI BUSHING CO. 
{ Founded January », 18W 
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NEW ORLEANS/ THUR 



Federal Investigators Ask Dr. Smith Questions 



w . ;: ; .: :• •■ v . . ..... _ :;. . .;, 
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^ — Photo by Tl» Times-Picayune. 
While East Baton Rouge parish and stale official? cooled their heels, United States government 
officials, including Herbert W. ChristeAerry (left), assistant United States attorney for the East- p 
ern District of Louisiana, and Arnolds Kaum, assistant United States attorney-general, were clos- ( 
eted in jail with Dr. James y 'flTonra«;Jnnith at Baton Rouge. Results of the Interview with the for* ' 
mer Louisiana State university. Resident, indicted for embezzlement of $100,000, were not disclosed^ 




New Orleans, La. 
July 13, 1939 

Hon, Frank Murphy 
Dear Gir: 

Federal ^s.istants attorneys here are closely alligned with 
the crooked politicians of this state, 

Herbert Christ enberry is a brother to Sari Za: ■'. steuberry 
who was Secretary to the late Huey F. Long, 

Joseph Skeily ri^ht is a nephew to Joseph P, -keily, the 
first Hew ..rl- i-ns commissioner to sell out to the crooked state 
machine . 

lio: can v;e £*.t justice': In emirate ana be convinced. 

Years for justice, 

A Hew Orleans Schoolgirl, 



■A, 



nmu ;■ ;:.;ijrc ire*, 
CMIITOSM SECTiSN 
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Mr. Tol»on 

mm 

;vf> o^fir . . 

Mi. CofTey 

Mr 

Mr. Giavio .. 
Mr. (Yowl 
Mr. n:irhn . 
Mr. Lrsfer 
Mr. !.!■■*-. 
Mr. N : uis 
Mr. Hf^vn . 
Mr. Se.i-s 
Mr. Quirn Tmnm 

Mli i rn ->' 

Mint' Gaudy 



FBI NEW ORLEANS 7-19-39 5-06 PM WH 
DIRECTOR 

LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS , INFORMATION CONCERNING • AGENTS 
PETROLEUM CONSERVATION UNIT, DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, ESTABLISHING 
HEADQUARTERS NEW ORLEANS TODAY PREPARATORY TO HOT IXXX OIL 
INVESTIGATION. J M^ BROWN BEFORE FEDERAL GRAND JURY NEW i j 

ORLEANS RELATIVE BOND TRANSACTIONS JAKES MONROE SMITH, USA 
CONTEMPLATES REQUESTING INVESTIGATION FROM POSTOFFICE INSPECTORS 
RELATIVE TO ALLEGED SIXTY SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLAR 
SHORTAGE OF MONEY IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS FRO*' 
THE US CONSERVATION COMMISSION TO THE 'LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
FROM MAIL FRAUD ANGLE. 

SACKCTT ' 
END 



RECOILED 



OK FBI WASH DC CHCV 



JUL 28 1939 , 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



iftffteral bureau of inure ligation 
^JiiteJi States Department of i/natirc 
Stasljington, 3L ©. 



EAT : GVG 

July 17, 1939 

Time: 3:22 -cm. 



MEMQRAKUT r FOR TliE D IRECTOR 



Special Agent Slivers called from New Orleans and 
informed that Mr, Rog^e came in to see him shortly after you had 
talked to Mr. Shivers. Mr. Rogge told Agent Shivers he was going 
to have to return the indictments sometime today. He also said 
he had instructions i'ror- the Attorney General not to return them 
until they were approved by the Attorney General. Mr. Rogge 
stL.-ce- that he rt s thoroughly sctisfied with this case and if 
necessary he would remain in New Orleans and participate in the 
prosecution. According to Mr. Shivers, Rogge is undoubtedly 
v.aitin^ on yore*, fro:" the Attorney General to authorize him to 
go £he-a end heve the indict rents returned, Mr. Rogge. said the 
Grind Jury vat wanting to return the~ anyway. Agent Shivers 
stated that Rog»e die not explein why the indictments had to be 
returned now, and I told him I thought the Attorney General would 
be interested in knowing the reason for this. 

Far. Shivers saia it was his understanding that all 
the evidence that was had to support the indictment was contained 
in the summary report sent in by Agent Weeks on July 14th. 

Agent Shivers stated that while ~Jx. Ro£,ge war in 

the iureau office, h&j Ro.rre. re ceived a tele phone Sfell,£Eflfl, 

\ TortnyXCo r c or o n with reference tp the replc ce:::eni o f Hi I f r^ J. 
uHr f t c"" l;f !r'istant..,JUnited Stft-z Attorney and durir.^ Zue coir-" 
Versa €ion Rog^e told Corcoran the indictiaents would have to be 
returned tod&y. 
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Respectfully, 
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F/l NEW ORLEANS 7-13-39 4-56 PM WH 

DIRECTOR 

"RE LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS, INFORMATION CONCERNING. I HAVE 

si 

JU*T HAD CONFERENCE WITH US ATTORNEY VIOSCA, 

THE WPA INVESTIGATORS HAVE NOT SUBMITTED ANY DETAILED RE FORTS 

AND ALL WRITTEN HATTER SUBMITTED PY THEM CONSISTS OF A FEW 

AFFIDAVITS WHICH THEY C2TA I NED • I AH OBTAINING COPIES OF SUCH 

AFFIDAVITS. PURSUANT TC MY SUGGESTION, AND IK MY PRESENCE, 
0 . 

r VIOSCA AGAIN TELEPHON ICALLY COMMUNICATEE WITH PAULf HANSEN, WPA 

<5^[]T ? INVESTIGATO;i IN CHARGE, AND REQUESTED THAT HANSEN SUBMIT TO 

% X^IM IMMEDIATELY COPIES OF ALL. REPORTS MADE AND ALSO IN THE 
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^FUTURE TC SUBMIT TO VIOSCA TWO COPIES OF EACH AFFIDAVIT OR 

A TEMENT AS TAKEN BY THE INVESTIGATORS. VIOSCA WILL GIVE Jt'jL 



OF IF-:. KKCOKDED A INDEXTSD , 1 - '"' V '] 

VIOiCA HAS HAD ABOUT FIFTY PEOPLE BEFORE -THE FEDFfcAiP [ £kfM 'iuRV ' 
TO TESTIFY RELATING TO WPA IRREGULARITIES, TRANS CH I FT OF TESTIMONY 
EEING WRITTEN UP NO'.. , MJEEUANT MY REVEST, AND I WILL SECO~ 



1 h 



-OF « 



.'. : HAT I CAM GATI-E J, • MO OBI? WPA I.'. REGULARITY CASE HAS BEEN 



COMPLETE 



i: 



Tr LF TC ASCERTAIN FROM VIOSCA Or 



N 



4f 



IRREGULARITY CASE. . -r.. ' " 

I DISCUSSED THE INCOME TAX EVASION CASES WITH ARNOLD RAUM 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT, AND THE ASSISTANT US ATTORNEY HANDLING SAME, 
FROM WHICH IT APPEARS THAT THE CASE AGAINST JAMES MONROE*SMITH 
IS EXTREMELY WEEK AND QUESTIONABLE. 

THE INTERNAL REVENUE AGENTS HAVE NOT -SUBMITTED ANY FURTHER REPORTS 
SINCE THE REPORT TWO WEEKS AGO, WHICH WAS GIVEN TO THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL AND A COPY TO US ATTORNEY VIOSCA. THEY ARE STILL 
INVESTIGATING LECHE, MONTE HART, SMITH, AND OTHERS, BUT THE 
DETAILS OF TH EIR INVESTIGA TIO NS ARE APPARENTLY UNKNOWN TO VIOSCA . 
PURSUANT MY SUGGESTION VIOSCA WILL ATTEMPT TO HAVEjiNTERNAL REVENUE 
AGENTS SUBMIT W DETAILED REPORTS. 

IN CONNECTION WITH MAIL FRAUD CASE, IT APPEARS THAT THE ENTIRE CASE 
SO FAR IS FOUNDED UPON ORAL INF ORMATION AND SOME INVESTIGATION BY 

VARIOUS AGENCIES . VIOSCA SUBPOEMAEjp J EMORy|aDAMS, L cjt.ES AGE, F 
E^AMES, MONTE ^ART AND OTHERS BEFORE THE GRAND JURY AFTER 
HAVING THEM SIGN WAIVERS AN^FIT *3QC IS UPON THE TESTIMONY OF THESE 
INDIVIDUALS THAT IS KISjI&SIS OF THE MAIL FRAUD CASE. HE ALSO HAD 
INTERNAL REVENUE AGENTS TAKE WRITTEN STATEMENTS FROM THESE WITNESSES 
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PAGE THREE . 

WHICH APPARENTLY HAVE NOT YET BEEN WRITTEN UP OR MADE AVAILABLE 
TO VIOSCA. VIOSCA HAS HAD INTERNAL REVENUE AGENTS CHECK ON THE 
MAIL FRAUD CASE FACTS IK CONNECTION WITH THEIR INCOME TAX 
INVESTIGATION PUT DOES NOT KNOW THE RESULTS OF THEIR FINDINGS, 
PURSUANT MY SUGGESTION VIOSCA REQUESTED INTERNAL REVENUE AGENTS 
TO IMMEDIATELY WRITE UP EVERYTHING THEY HAVE DONE IN FORM OF ' 

MEMORANDA IF THEY CANNOT WRITE REPORTS AND SUBMIT IT TO HIM, I 
VJILL OBTAIN COPIES THEREOF WHICH SHOULD BE AVAILABLE TOMORROW, 
VIOSCA HAD INTERNAL REVENUE AGENTS THIS AFTERNOON QUESTION SEYMOUR 
WEISS IN NEW YORK REGARDING THE RECEIPT BY WEISS OF SIXTEEN 
THOUSAND DOLLARS FROt^ART WHICH WAS A PART OF THE SEVENTY 
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS INVOLVED IN THE MAIL FRAUD SCHEME • VIOSCA 
DOES NOT KNOW THE DETAILS OF THf POST OFFICE INSPECTORS 



INVESTIGATIONS^ 7 BATON ROUGE REGARDING THE MAIL FRAUD CASE AND 

my: yesterday sent his assistant herb£rt christenberry to baton rouge 

TO FIND OUT VHV.T THE INSPECTORS ARE DOING AND TO COLLECT THE 
NECESSAR EVIDENCE IK BATON ROUG£ RELATIVE TO THE MAIL FRAUD 
SCHEME v POiT OFFICE INSPECTORS HAVE NOT SUBMITTED ANY REPORTS 



EITHER ORAL OR WRITTEN TO* VIOSCA AND APPARENTLY ARE MAKING A 
GENERAL INVESTIGATION OF ALL OF SMITHS ACTIVITIES IN TKe|]-:OPE 



fftbt, J-UUK . . _^ 

OF UNCOVERING MAIL FRAUD VIOLATIONS. THIS CONFIRMS MY f% 
SUSPICIONS THAT THESE INSPECTORS ARE ACTUALLY WORKING JfOR 
THE BENEFIT OF J FAIR HARDIN* • 

PURSUANT TO MY REQUEST ASSISTANT US ATTORNEY HUBERT 



WILL PREPARE A BRIEF SOMEWHAT SIMILAR I HOPE TO OUR 

SUMMARY REPORTS, SETTING OUT IN DETAIL JUST WHAT THE SCHEME 

■i v- 

TO DEFRAUD WAS AND THE NECESSARY WITNESSES TO PROVE SAME, 

TOGETHER WITH THE TESTIMONY OF EACH, AND ALSO HOW THE MAILS WERE 

USED AND THE NECESSARY WITNESSES IN THAT REGARD, HE WILL HAVE TO 

G£3&i£SaBt OBTAIN THIS INFORMATION FROM THE VARIOUS INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIE: 

AND THE TESTIMONY OF TH'E INDIVIDUALS BEFORE THE GRAND JURY, BUT 

THIS IS THE ONLY WAY I KNOW OF OF GETTING A CONCRETE PICTURE 

OF JUST WHAT THE VIOLATION CONSISTS OF AND WHAT EVIDENCE THERE IS 

TO PROVE SAME. 

PURSUANT MY REQUEST THE BALANCE OF THE TESTIMONY TAKEN BEFORE THE 
GRAND JURY, WHICH IS QUITE VOLUMINOUS, AND HAS NOT YET BEEN WRITTEN 
UP IS BEING WRITTEN UP IMMEDIATELY AND I WILL OBTAIN A COPY OF 
SUCH TRANSCRIPT. I tfrfLJflffN HAVE OUR AGENTS DIGEST SAME AND 
SUBMIT TO YOU IN SUMMARY FORM THE SUBSTANCE OF SUCH TESTIMONY. I 



L 



page five ■ > r $y '• 

WILL ALSO LEND YOU COPIES OF THE WPA AFFIDAVITS AND REPORTS A£ 

I RlCEIVE THEN FRON VICSCA. •>< • . - 

thehe apparently is utier lack of organization in vioscas, 
office, the various assistants working on pet theories or 
different angles of the inquiry without any apparent coordination , 

S — . 

VICSCA IS NOT VIGOROUS OR F ORCEFUL ENOUGH TO TAKE THE LEAD IN 

ANYTHING^ BUT IS BILLING TO FOLLOW ANY SUGGESTION. TO IT IS MY 

BELIEF THAT A VIGOROUS AND FORCEFUL PERSON CAPABLE OF COORDINATING 
THE FUNCTIONS OF TEE US ATTORNEYS OFFICE AND INSISTING UPON 
EXPIDITICUS AND CONFLETE COOPERATION AMD WORK OF THE FEDERAL 
AGENCIES INVESTIGATING THE NATTERS,, .IS URGENTLY NEEDED TO TAKE 
CHARGE OF THE SITUATION AT VIOSCAS OFFICE • . . 
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July 1*, ItSt 



Special Agent la Chart* 
Naw Orl«a 3 », loulaian* 



Eear 31 n 



v your * ofowr « l l°». tfcare ara trait salt tad 

G ««^. * *r. A* Fickua. Praatdant, 
thto, ah let war fcr«pd«4 to tfca Buraau by the Dapartaant. 



Very truly your*, 



John Edgar Koovar 
Dlraotor 



£ne!o«ure 



department of Justice 

Office of tfie Stestetant to t&e 0ttoniep General 
KBasijmgton 



July 10, 1939 



ESMDRAND UH FOR MR, HOOVER « DIRECTOR. FEDERAL BUREAU OF I W ES TIGAT 



It ha a occurred to me that you might 

;.ish to have the attached correspondence from Mr. 

A.^pickus, President ^Majestic Oil Corporation, 

Cleveland, Ohio, fzv cons i:"e nation in connection 
with the current investigation- in Louie iana. 



r 



Matthew F. WcGuire 
Acting Assistant to the Attorney Genera 



Jin 



COPY 



MAJESTIC OIL COiiPOKATIOM 



BM rmrt 

36-667 



245$ »eat Third Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 



Attorney Oonerai Frank Murphy 
Department of Justice 
Washington, 0. <J« 



RSt Reorganisation 
Corporation end 



Dear Mr, Murphy t 




the 

RECORDED & 




Please have this in aiod that Mr»j|( 
his schemers have loaded dice* Tnty thfiflfc that 
has his price. If $10,000 won't do the trick that 
aore will do it, fie has succeeded so well In tfcs p^\$1&Bfy 
and his gang stole enough from the African peopl r*t » pay 
the conniving lawyers who control our weak Judges to put the 
shady de^ls over for theau L 



ir, henry L. Dougherty deserves a monument to be built 
for hia next to Washington— he is a aaster Kind, So pfoteet y *Z 
how he can get away with hundred of Millions of dollars through 
•chasing and still be a fine gentleman, the system anst be 
changed so a aan like Dougherty is eliminated* 



W Of |KViiST|A™ 




District Attorney fields for the Western District of 

Louisiana , 



4»r 



1 taltad to iiin long-distance froa Cleveland, Deceaher 
aiid he made an appointment for mo to see hia In Shreve- 
port, Louisiana. I me.de this trip to see hia but when I arrived 
ho would not see ae. 1 w.,s told in Snreveport that he is a 
"cheap politician.* 

-t is ebjut tiue tii&t tne ninety six District Attorneys 
in the united States are carefully scrutinised and Investigated 
and the *re t i^Jority of them relieved of their duties. 

You will have to get n*» broods in order to sweep clean, 

By tui. , I rte&n you will #kve to replace all the political 
stooges in the Justice Dep^rtucnt before you c^.n re&cL «r, 
i i enry L . ho u£ i+.r,i%' ana Htom d vin «; judges like J ud £© Man ton . 



A?/ 



Very respectfully, 
/s/ A . Pic *us 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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AC :R1A 



jtrftrrnl ^ttrrmt of Imirsttgatton 
Ignited States Srpartmrnt of duatice 
Mfoaljitigtaii, 9. <£. 

July 17, 1939 



MEMuRAwDUH FOR KR. 33* A* TAW 





Timet 8tC0 PJU 

Agent Shivers called from New Orleans and reported that the last 

edition of thaifoey Orleans State** contained the following headlines : J "V* S* 

Indicts Five* * 1'urphy, G-Kan Chief Gome in for Probe" ; then type under thai 
reads, V'United States Attorney General, Frank Murphy and Edgar Hoover # Chief 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Will Arrive in New Orleans, Tuesday 
I'orning to Personally Take Charge of Wide Spread Investigation^ Now Being 
Conducted in Louisiana by the Government * w Mr, Shivers stated that this was 
all the papers r.ac related in this connection, and as yet had been unable to 
find the source of their information; however, he did hear from the United 
Press, who understood that the bteto had received information that reserva** 
tions had. been made at the it. Charles Hotel for the Attorney General and 
the director, which, of cour.io, is not true. 



Agent Shivers advised that he had made inquiry of the Assistant 
liana -er at the St* Charles :.o-cel, as to what he had in the way of a suite 
aid in the way of accomodations, and I told the Assistant Manager that it 
might be possible in the near future, without indicating any time, that the 
Attorney General ar.d hr. Hoover might come to New Orleans* This was strict- 
ly in confidence and the Assistant I'anager at the Hotel says that positively 
he did not give out any information* The Assistant JIanager related that 
after the story o^hd out L; the paper, '. United Fress and Associated Press 
called ani winte:'. t j *z.~-r if Ur* h 0 ovo; or thie Attorney General had a reser«» 
vation at his hotel, and he informed them that he did not have and were not , 
expected there so far as he knew* 

Agent Shivers said he did not know what information had been given 
o ut f r om ' i s. si . 1 • i j t on , or v;hat in st rue 'o L on s Mr *f Rogg e had r e ce ived in thi s 

,s he has not; been able tj get in touch with him* Shivers is desi; 



rous 



o 

be a 



re.;ara, 

leu.ri.in.: the authenticity of the report, and reouested that Mr* Hoove 
'sod of ;;his information* 1 

HE'-.V-iiU:^- A JSl;hXEB , 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

Ol RECTOR 



United States department of lustier 

^asl?i«9tott # B.C» " 1 Wr ;***r ! ..- 



EAT:GVC 

July 17, 1939 ..... . 

Time: 9:40 p.m. •rfpaw*'-- " J - .-' 
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MEMORAND UM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



I celled Special Agent Shivers in New Orleans 
and told him that you had not made any plans to go to 
New Orleans, although there was a possibility that the 
Attorney General had announced that both of you were going k 
to New Orleans. I also told Mr. Shivers if the Attorney C% 
General had made such an announcement that you had not * 
been advised of it. V 



I instructed Mr. Shivers to make no comment 
on this matter to the press. 



Res/ecttully, 



E. A. TAMH 
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FEDERAL BUfitAU Of luW>r;£-.V^ : ; 
JUL 19 \-\) 





m**r *o etroumstancee wn any TMtotiUni* «o |5 



*u */># tani undemanding &*r%h* Attorney &ne*&^^ 
hod with United Statee Attorney riosca* Agent Shivers v& 



stated that they intend** te 
turned today* ' ; 



T »r»dtfuef#u Agent Shivers to keep in very 
close touch with thie situation and try to find out 
whether they have grounds for a mat 2 fraud cast* 
Agent Shiver* etated that from hie conversation with 
Jfr»* Begge $ they de net have muck mere evidence thorn 
what te contained in the eujmary report Which Agemt^':: ** 
?eek* nade on July 14th. Agent Shivers and I both £ 
agreed that thie did not appear te be very strong evit 8 
denoe* Z etated that we mot watch this ease for to 

tndttrt. £*untf%ttm PaImm i«f M h+ tt ^m<M« M»W .•<■■*« • 

Must *# prepared a* ttere id no doubt that he te guilty^ 

Agent Shivers stated he would keep me tn 
close touch with thie and advice me immediately of any 
new developnente* 



Very truly yours, 



John Bdgaf Hoover 
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■ ■ St of Director 
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&EAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Kecord of Telephone Call or Visitor. 





July 17 



1939. 



Recorded & indexes* 

Time PM 



Name# r » Rivera &Qm&$tfmnQt INVSSTiBATHK 



a" > — ~y — 



New Or lean t 



Referred to 



Deta Ms 



JUL 19 



a 9, BEPARTWCMT Of JUS 




The following message was taken: t 
2Vje indictments were j just returned against y 
Seymou s 3 * Uontej HfLrtf Jame s Jjun roe\ Smith? 

Bf n ry*£dams "and L ou is tyepage $ thai ~~tKe 'A • Iff • { 
akthori zed, Rogge and Vioscd to go ahead; thajfr. 
ifc was imperative tnat the indictments £>e ^ 
rieturned today since the Grand Jurors wanted^t 
jjeturn the indictments and because the Judged 
'as leaving the city until Friday and if thetl 
ndi ctments were not returned today the'' worfld 
ave tp wait until Friday/ that the conclusion 
ad been reached that some action was necesv&r 
to prevent creating the impression that thefh 
iprand Jury' was just engaged in a "white -wcsW< 
far. Shivers stated that the bond was set at : ij 
i-lOjOOO each/ that the newspapers were furnmh 
ed with a copy of the indictment and vjould F 
be on the streets with the story imnedi ately . 
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WESTERN UNION 

^CODED COPY 




m 46 21 GOVT COLLECT 

PHILADELPHIA PENN JUL 8 1939 
DIRECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 1 

U S DEPT OF JUSTICE 
JAMES ANTHON^.flJRPHY INFORMATION CONCERNING CANNOT IDENTIFY 
ON AVAILABLE INFORMATION ADDITIONAL INQUIRY TO BE MADE 
WHEN PUBLIC RECORDS AVAILABLE MONDAY* 

FLETCHER 
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FEOEffAL BIESW Of 

JUL 11 IDS 
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"JUL i l^^ff^^^#^i>. 



FBI NEW ORLEANS 

^DIRECTOR 
O 



7-11-39 5-05 PM 
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Mr E. A, 
<j 

Mr. Cm. Toy 
Mr. ■e«*,ii ) *^ T iiifc-i. 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Opwl „ 

Mr. «r«tej^.;.. 

Mr. Tester 

Mr. Lswl«r_ 

Mr. Nichols 
Mr. *fc 

Mr. Sears 

Mr. Quinn TarMB. 
Mr. Trmt&.l&i... 
Miss Goody.. 
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RE LOUISIANA STATE O FFICIALS I NFORMATION CONCERNING^ THIS AFTERNOON 
STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL ELLISON AND HIS SPEQIAL ASSISTANT, J. FAIR 
HARDIN, CONFERRED WITH USA VIOSCA AT NEW ORLEANS IN AN EFFORT TO 
OBTAIN INFORMATION FROM VIOSCA CONCERNING RESULTS FEDERAL INVESTI- 
GATIONS • VIOCA DID NOT GIVE THEM ANY INFORMATION. FROM INFORMATION 
FURNISHED BY JM, FAIR HARDIN TO VIOSCA, IT APPEARS THERE MAY BE GOOD 
MAIL FRAUD CASE IN CONNECTION WITH SALE OF BIENVILLE HOTEL TO LUXX 



LSU DURING WHICH SEVENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS WAS PAID THREE INDI- 

— i ■ u rn i n i mi '«t M M i i r»inn "M iwm» «m i i 1 " r l "* fl 



VIDUALS ALLEGEDLY AS COMMISSIONS « THIS MAIL FRAUD POSSIBILITY IS 

.--^.inniriuii iM HIW 1 ' " fT """ ""~ ' r r i ri|r"pnn-| - r" Kflfr* .*~*<**rw^ 

PRESENTLY UNDER INVESTIGATION BY POST OFFICE INSPECTORS AND IF IT 



DEVELOPS INTO A CASE WOULDPROBABLY INVOLVE J. EMORY/l ADAMS, KQUIJE » 



KH/5W7 LEWIsf LESAGE, WHO IS A CONTACT MAN, .FOR ST ANDARD OIL COMPANYg * ' : 
AfJtrPSsSIBLY JAMES MONRO eSI SMITH » THE POST OFFICE INSPECTORS lNVE§«n 



2 

3 o 



TIGATION HAS NOT Y ET REACHED A POINT WHERE AVAILABLE EVIDENCE IS g 
, ■ ~- : . _ 

KNOWN. J. FAIR HARDIN IS ACTIVELY TAKING LEAD AS STATE PROSECUTOR 
AND IS ACTIVELY HANDLJWG GfiTOD JURY AT BATON ROUGE. HE IS GETTING 



READY TO RETURII ABOUT JPfflftTY INDICTMENTS AGAINST JAKES MONROE SKITV. 
MAINLY CHARGING FORGERY OF LSU EOMDS • U. S. ATTORNEYS OFFICE EXPECTS 
TO HAVE SOME WPA IRREGULARITY INDICTMENTS RETURNED SOMETIME NEXT WEEK"" 

i t 
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PAGE TWO 



HAVING RECEIVED PRELIMINARY REPORT IN FORM OF SIGNED STATEMENTS TAKEN ' 

W rfl 1 • >■■■■ v. .. ■■■■ 

BY mi INVESTIGATIONSOF PERSONS INTERVIEWED. NO OTHER DEVELOPMENTS^ 



TODAY 

SACKETT 
SECOND WORD SECOND LINE WPA 
END 
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OK FBI WASH DC JAR 
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